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JAI SCIENTISTS

Father of Biology

ARISTOTLE

Aristotle ( 384 to 322BC),
Great thinker, Father of Biology
born in 384 BC was recognised
as an early Greek scientist-phi-
losopher. At the age of 17 he stud-
ied under Plato. Later Aristotle
became a teacher to Alexander
(who became Alexander the Great). He developed a talent
for keen observation on the structure of living beings. He
was the first person to make dissections (i.e. cutting open)
of animals. H.G. Wells praised him as the first, natural his-
torian.
He was perfect in biology but poor in physics; not-
withstanding this, the influence of Aristotle's thought
reigned for 1,500 years. Galileo Galilei (1564 to 1642)
later disputed and discarded the till then highly-accepted
Aristotelian theory of falling bodies, which argued that a
two-pound weight will fall to the ground twice as fast as a
one pound weight, ba,sed on his observation that a stone
falls faster than a leaf (which is true, of course). Galileo
demonstrated in the presence of a huge gathering that both
heavy and light objects of the same shape, say balls, took
the same time to fall to the ground from the Leaning Tower